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TABLE TALK

VOL. 1 NO.4

A NEWSLETTER OF THE LIGONIER VALLEY STUDY CENTER

SEPTEMBER 1, 1977

Left to right: Alane Barron, Patty Temple, Pat Erickson, Carol and Bill White, R. C.and Vesta Sproul, Kathy and Stu Boehmig, Janice and Steve Gooder, Jackie
Shelton, Art Lindsley, Marilyn and Tim Couch, Toni and Dave Fox. Not pictured Marcia Orr, Jack and Linda Rowley.

LIGONIER CELEBRATES SIXTH YEAR

August 1, 1977 marked the sixth anniversary of the opening of
the Ligonier Valley Study Center. Begun as a result of the common
vision of an interdenominational group of lay persons and clergy,
the Center was designated to be a resource facility for the Christian
community in Western F y ia and it was expected that a
resident study program would develop involving pastors and other
Christian leaders from this locale. We have been pleasantly
surprised to welcome people from all over the continent and
overseas as well, and these have been a cross section of the
Christian church involving students, adult couples, business
people, h ives, pastors, missi ies, ional people and
retired persons. Expecting that our on-site program would be the
mainstay of our work, we have been amazed to see a multiplication
of our ministry through audio and color video tape, and through
the publication of books by R.C. Sproul. These beginning years
have been exciting to say the least!

Our purpose initially was to provide Biblical and theological
training that was more than what is normally offered in the local
church, but less than what could be obtained in a formal academic
program (which is often inaccessible to people because of the time
and money commitment involved). This purpose has been fulfilled
to a large extent, and in addition . . . we have been pleased that over
20 colleges and universities have accepted work done at Ligonier
for academic credit, and the list keeps growing.

In view of the history and development of our ministry, and asa

VAW Jobl/ paiew V (Josdl 33,8 8390

result of careful thinking and planning with respect to the future,
we have recently stated our purpose as follows: TO BE A
RESOURCE CENTER FOR LIFE-LONG CHRISTIAN
EDUCATION. We firmly believe that God calls all of us to a
lifetime of growing in knowledge of the things He has revealed
about Himself. All of us, therefore, need to be involved in life-long
Christian education. We are anxious to see what the next six years
have in store as we address ourselves to this stated purpose.

In our first year of operation we received 169 resident students
and our total lecture attendance was about 3,280 (accurate figures
were not kept). This past year we took in nearly 800 resident
students and total lecture attendance exceeded 18,000. . . we began
in faith having been promised financial help from three churches
and a few dozen people. Today forty some churches underwrite
19% or our budget, over 400 individuals underwrite 419% of our
budget. The balance is covered by student fees and some
foundation grants. Over 60% of our program involves adults, the
balance includes students who have not yet finished their prepara-
tion for their life’s vocation. The number of people purchasing our
tapes and renting our tapes through our loan library system is
growing rapidly, and we know that many tapes going out are
utilized by Sunday School classes and home Bible Study groups
and shared liberally abroad so no accurate estimate of total
exposure through tape can be made. How grateful we are for this
record of growth as we celebrate our sixth birthday!
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Published by International Council on Biblical Inerrancy

SUMMIT REPORT

On October 26, 1978, at the Hyatt Re-
gency O'Hare, ICBI convened its Summit
f on biblical ir . There
were 268 participants on hand to take
part in three days of rigorous meetings.
The parhapams came from a variety of
and d many di-
verse works and places. There was repre-
sentation from 34 seminaries, 33 colleges
and other schools, 41 churches, and 38
interdenominational Christian works. Elev-
en different countries were represented,
including Africa and India. While our
backgrounds were diverse, our goals were
common. We all hold to the absolute
authority, integrity, and full inerrancy of
God’s word, and we came together to
forge out a statement which would state
succinctly and clearly what we mean by
biblical inerrancy. A remarkable spirit of
unity and anticipation marked the Summit
which culminated in signing the finished
statement on Saturday. Those who were
present were deeply moved and went
from that place rejoicing in what God had
done.

Lives were changed and hearts knitted
together at this conference. Many partici-
pants commented on the significant impact
the conference had on their lives. One
such comment was made by David A.

Barnes, Associate European Director,
Greater Europe Mission: “Having been at
many cor on i

ism and church affairs, I can say very
simply that this conference has been the
most significant of all for me coming at a
moment which is strategic in my own
personal ministry as well as in the History
of the Church.”

The conference had three major goals:
1) the authoritative preaching from God'’s
Word; 2) grapling with problems concern-
ing inerrancy; and 3) defining inerrancy.

SUMMIT SERMON SERIES

The preaching from God’s Word on His
Word took place during the six plenary
sessions. Entitled “Great Sermons on the
Bible,” the speakers and messages were
as follows:

1. Edmund P. Clowney

CHRIST IN ALL SCRIPTURE

December 1978, No. 2

i\ | 3
Signing the Statement. left to right: James M. Boice, Edmund P. Clowney (standing)

2. James I. Packer
ALAMP IN A DARK PLACE
3. RobertD. Preus
SCRIPTURE: GOD’S WORD
AND GOD’S POWER
4. James M. Boice
THE MARKS OF THE CHURCH
5. W.A. Criswell
WHAT HAPPENS WHEN |
TEACH THE BIBLE AS LITERAL-
LY TRUE
6. R.C. Sproul
HATH GOD SAID

SUMMIT PAPERS

There were 14 major _papers prepared
for and 1 at the
ing some of the key problem areas involv-
ing inerrancy. The papers were mailed to
the participants prior to the Summit to give
them adequate time to critique them.
During the paper sessions at the Summit,

R. C. Sproul, James I. Packer, Earl D. Radmacher, Harold W. Hoehner.

each author presented a 20-minute sum
mary of his paper, then answered ques
tions and cc from the particip
for the remaining 30 minutes of the ses
sion. The papers presented were as follows
1. John W. Wenham
“CHRIST'S VIEW OF SCRIPTURE'
2. Edwin A, Blum
“THE APOSTLES’ VIEW OF
SCRIPTURE”
3. GleasonL. Archer
“ALLEGED ERRORS AND DIS
CREPANCIES IN THE ORIGINAI
MANUSCRIPTS OF THE BIBLE'
4. J. Barton Payne
“HIGHER CRITICISM AND BIBLI
CAL INERRANCY”
5. Walter C. Kaiser, Jr.
“LEGITIMATE HERMENEUTICS'
6. GregL.Bahnsen
“THE INERRANCY OF THE
AUTOGRAPHA”

Continued Page ¢

P.O. Box 13261 - Oakland, CA 94661
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